
INTRODUCTION

This is a study of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Day Saints, known simply as
the LDS Church or more commonly called the Mormon Church.  While the LDS Church is
called a church, we must remember that it is not a church as Christian people know as
Christian church to be.  The terms of Christianity are used to make Mormonism appear
Christian, but the meanings of terms are not the same as when used by the Baptist or
other Christian groups.  The Purpose of this book is to show the differences between
Mormonism and true Christianity and as a guide in teaching the truth about the LDS
Church.  The question that comes to mind for many people when a study of Mormonism
begins is why should I study about this cult?  This is a good question, for it will motivate
the reader in his studies, when answered.  There are several good answers to this
question.  The following are some strong reasons why a Christian should study
Mormonism.
1. The methods the LDS use to gain new members is not a traditional seeking for the

lost.   They seek to pull others from the truth.  If a person does not know what the
LDS believe and how they operate, they become a prime target for the LDS
Missionaries.  

2. When the LDS come knocking on your door, do you know what to say to them?
How do you respond to them without alienating them from the truth, or making them
feel like a martyr?
3.   How can you effectively witness to an LDS Church Member?
These are three good reasons to study the LDS doctrines.  In this book, you will gain the
knowledge and insight to answer all three.

A point to be remembered is that this cult is one of the most dangerous of all  cults.
It is a cult that claims to have Jesus as its head and savior.  They deny the truth as
revealed by the Apostles in the New Testament and have added to the teachings of the
Bible.   The student of Mormonism must realize that Mormonism has  success in their
outreach program.  Take care, when dealing with Mormonism, not to be caught in their
traps.  For these traps are the traps of Satan, designed to lead men away from the truth
of God and into the lies of Satan.  Remember that Satan's desire and the desire of good
Mormons are the same, to become "like the most high God" (Isaiah 14:14). Call
Mormonism what it is, a cult, the tool of Satan, and the enemy of God's truth.  Keep in mind
during this study, that you should not be against those involved in Mormonism.  The
commands of Christ require us to love them as He loves them.  It is not the people
Christians are to stand against, but rather the teachings of their church.

As a Christian studies Mormonism, he will find himself becoming more concerned
about those caught up in the trap of Mormonism.   Before attempting to witness to the
Mormon, you must prepare.  This is one purpose of this booklet, to help the Christian begin
to understand Mormonism and their teachings, so they might be a better witness to those
they meet.  To accomplish this, many of the doctrines of the LDS Church will be covered,
along with a history and witnessing ideas.  The sole intent is to give the reader some
insight into the work and teachings of the LDS Church that they might be able to deal more
effectively with the Mormon influence in the world today.  It is hoped that it will help
Christians in witnessing to Mormons. May God bless all born-again believers in Jesus



Christ, who read this book and take up the challenge of reaching others for their Savior.

THE HISTORY OF MORMONISM
A study on Mormonism needs to begin at the beginning, with a history of the LDS

Church.  This needs to be done so the student will have a concept of where they came
from and where they could possibly be headed.  As stated in the introduction, this author
believes Satan is the founder of the LDS Church.  He founded it through a man by the
name of Joseph Smith Jr.  Through a study of Smith, his actions, and life, a person will
soon begin to wonder about the honesty of Mormonism's beginnings.  Joseph Smith and
Brigham Young, who lead the LDS Church to Utah, have had the greatest impact and
influence in the forming of the LDS Church, its doctrines, and its beliefs. However,
according to history, both men were of questionable character.  Mormonism claims as its
first prophet and founder, Joseph Smith.

Joseph Smith was born on December 23, 1805, in the town of Sharon, Vermont.
He spent his boyhood days in New England.  Smith spent a part of his li fe in New York.
Where on or about September 22, 1827, Joseph climbed the "Hill of Cumorah" and found
the mysterious golden plates that he claimed to be the Word of God.  This is the LDS
version of the story, according to "The Prophet Joseph Smith's Testimony" published by
the LDS Church.  Of course, one must wonder why the local people rejected the testimony
of this young man.  Could it be that they knew him and his schemes far too well?  Yet
Joseph continued in his story that the angel Moroni had shown him where these plates
were.  Moroni had already visited Joseph several times, as had God the Father and God
the Son, according to Joseph's testimony. The story of these plates are of interest, for in
them lies the truth about Mormonism.  If one can believe in them, then Mormonism can be
true.  Look at the facts concerning these plates:
1. The plates were supposedly hidden in a vault under a rock on t h e  h i l l  o f

Cumorah, and the location revealed to Smith several hundred years latter by a
"heavenly messenger."

2.   The plates contained writing that became the Book of Mormon. It was translated by
Smith, from the "reformed Egyptian, with the use of a peep stone and the "Urim and
Thummim" [a type of eyeglasses found with the plates that God had instructed
Joseph to use in the translations of the plates].

 3.  Smith claimed that the plates were written by peoples in ancient America, one of
them being Mormon, the father of Moroni.

 4.  Smith claimed that the plates contained the record of how Jesus, after the death
and resurrection, appeared on the American continent, and the work that was done
there.  

The book that resulted from the supposed translation of these plates is discussed under
the heading of Mormon scripture. From the translation of these plates rose the LDS Church
and many groups that have splintered off from them.  The original organization began in
1830, with Joseph Smith as the leader.  In 1831 we find this small group in Kirtland, Ohio.
Here they remained for 13 years, and Smith claimed to have received 135 revelations from
God.  Not the least of which claimed that Jesus would return, and when he did, he would
establish Zion in America.  Smith traveled to Missouri where he found the spot he claimed



Jesus would return to.  This spot, is located in Independence, MO, and now in the
possession of the Church of Christ, Temple Lot, a splinter of Mormonism.  This is contrary
to the Bible, which teaches that Jesus will return to the whole world.

From Ohio, they moved to Missouri.  Here opposition to their teachings was so
strong that they were ran out of the state.  One wonders what they were teaching that
made the Missourians so mad. Perhaps polygamy was taught and practiced.  From
Missouri, they moved to Illinois where they built the Mormon town of Nauvoo.  While in
Nauvoo, they grew to over 5,000 members.  Here too, Smith became not only the prophet
of Mormonism, but the mayor of Nauvoo, and the general of the Legion of Nauvoo, a militia
unit.  Smith also announced his candidacy for president of the United States, however it
was not taken serious by many.

At Nauvoo, Smith received a new revelation on polygamy.  There is evidence that
Smith and others received and practiced this so-called revelation long before he made
public.  In 1844, William Law printed a paper revealing Smith's practice and teaching on
polygamy.  Smith and his legion of Nauvoo burned Law's print shop.  The Governor
ordered the legion to give up their weapons and for Smith to surrender to the authorities
in the town of Carthage, Illinois.  Smith and his brother Hyrum were placed in the town jail.
Friends smuggled a gun to Joseph.  A mob came to the jail, with the intention of killing
Joseph.  When it was over, Joseph lay dead with a smoking gun in his hand.  Two of the
mob were dead. Today, the LDS claim that Smith is a martyr of the LDS Church, and that
he did not kill the men in the mob.  They claim that Smith fired over the head of the mob
to discourage them.  The evidence points to the idea that Smith had killed the two men in
self-defense.  Because of this, he is not a true martyr on the same level as Christ, who
spoke not a word in his own defense.  Smith died in a gunfight. Jesus said: "He who lives
by the sword shall perish by the sword."

After Smith's death, the LDS Church was without a leader.  Smith had a son, who
some claimed to be Smith's chosen successor. A man by the name of Brigham Young, one
of Smith's "Twelve Apostles" stepped into the position of leadership.  Many of Smith's
followers refused to follow Young and became the Reorganized Church of Latter-day
Saints (RLDS).  This group returned to Missouri and headquartered in Independence,
Missouri.  Other smaller groups also grew out of this event.

Young lead his group to Utah and was the founder of many teachings and doctrines
of what we now call the LDS Church.  While the end of new scripture basically died with
Smith, Young added much to the young church, as does each succeeding prophet.  The
LDS believe that their prophets are still receiving revelations from God and that these
revelations are as important or even more important than the previous revelation.  Note
that even with this belief, only one revelation was added to the Doctrine and Covenants
since 1900, and it is known as an "official declaration."

MORMON SPLINTER GROUPS
Many divisions have come from the work of Satan through Joseph Smith.  Today

there are several groups that claim to be the true followers of Joseph Smith's teachings.
The Church of Christ Temple Lot, in its booklet "A Brief History Of The Church Of Christ"
says:  "At the death of Joseph and Hyrum Smith, June 27, 1844, a new question began to
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make itself heard:  that question was, who shall be the successor of Joseph as the leader
or head of the Church?  Disintegration now set in, within a short time several groups had
formed under various leaders;  William Smith, brother of the martyrs, claimed the right to
the presidency because of his relationship to Joseph;  J.J. Stange led a group up into
Wisconsin;  Sidney Rigdon, claiming the right to leadership, had gone back to
Pennsylvania;  Layman Wright led a colony to western Texas;  Alphus Cutler led a group
up into Minnesota; and Brigham Young, as the president of the Quorum of Twelve, went
to Utah with the largest group, and there established the church in Salt Lake City.  There
were a number of other groups, but these were the principal ones that  claimed some right
to the leadership of the Church".1  One can see from this there was a lot of dissension in
the LDS Church at this time.  Below is a description of a few of the groups that formed
during this period.

The Church of Christ (Temple Lot), which had 3,000 members in 12 churches in
1956, and was founded at Bloomington, IL at the time of Joseph Smith's death.  This group
returned to Independence, MO, in 1867 and began raising funds for the purchase of a
temple lot upon which to erect the temple of the Lord for the day of His return and the
gathering of the ten lost tribes of Israel.  (The lot was to be the center of the new
Jerusalem, but was lost to the RLDS in a lawsuit in 1981-85.)  This dissenting body
rejected the teaching of baptism for the dead, the elevation of men to the estate of gods
following death, the doctrine of lineal right to office in the church and the practice of
polygamy."2  For more information see:  "A Synopsis Of The Church Of Christ Beliefs And
Practices As Compared To Other Latter Day Saint Churches" by the Church of Christ,
Temple Lot, or contact them at:
              Church of Christ, Temple Lot
              P.O. Box 472
              Independence, MO 64051

 The Church of Jesus Christ (Bikernitonites), organized in 1862, under the leadership
of Sidney Rigdon,...whose followers also condemned the teachings of polygamy and
plurality of gods and baptism for the dead.  The last report available was of 2,346 members
in 46 Churches.3

The Church of Jesus Christ (Cutlerites) organized in 1853 with one congregation in
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Independence, MO and the other in Clitheral, Minnesota.4

The Church of Jesus Christ (Stangites) whose founder James J. Stange was
crowned "king" of his church in 1850, and was murdered in 1856 during a wave of
anti-mormonism in the Great Lakes area.  Organized in Burlington, Wisconsin, in 1844, this
church denied the virgin birth and the atonement.5

The Church of the Firstborn of the Fullness of Time, perhaps the best known of the
"Fundamentalist" groups of Mormons which practice polygamy openly today, and is located
in Colorado City, Arizona.6 

This is not a full list of the groups that came out of Joseph Smith's teachings.  We
really don't know how many groups have  formed from this fraud, but many splinter groups
have existed. Some sources estimate that 80 different movements have begun because
of these events, others claim as many as 100.  The largest splinter groups is the RLDS
Church, but they are not discussed in this book.  One should realize that the LDS Church
is not the only religion to come out of the so called restoration movement.  It is however
the largest, and the subject of this book.

THE MORMON SCRIPTURES
The Mormons use a different set of Scriptures than what a Christian uses.  These

should be understood before studying the LDS doctrines.  When dealing with a Mormon,
one must be careful to define what they mean by the term scripture.  It will mean something
entirely different to the Mormon than it will to the Christian.  Mormons call four books
scripture;  the Doctrine & Covenants (D&C), the Book Of Mormon (BoM), the Pearl of
Great Price (PGP), and the Bible.  These are called the standard works.  Each of these will
be discussed briefly as to the content and the importance in the LDS Church.  

A. The Bible:
When using the Bible, the Mormon uses only the King James Version, as it

is used by most Christians.  The difference comes in how they view it.  The
Christian sees the Bible as God's Holy Word, inspired and protected from error by
Him.  The Mormon see it as the Word of God "in as far as it is correctly translated"
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(Articles of Faith #8). This means that the Mormons believe that parts of the Bible
are not correct and therefore man needs more revelation from God.  Christians
believe in only one book, Mormonism believes that  Book is insufficient, so they use
four books.  This is quite a distinction between the two.

B.   The Book Of Mormon:
The Book of Mormon is the first of the Standard Works written.  Parts of this

book will sound like the KJV of the Bible, and some of it is!  The book was written
in King James English, perhaps to make it sound like scripture.  This is the book
Smith supposedly translated out of the reformed Egyptian language found on the
golden plates he claimed to have had.  This book is supposedly the basis of
Mormonism.   However, many of their doctrines are not in the Book of Mormon, and
several of them even contradict it.  A close study of the BoM will show many of the
falsehoods of the LDS Church Today.

An Early Mormon Apostle (Orson Pratt) said of the BoM: "This book must be
either true or false.  If true, it is one of the most important messages ever sent from
God to man, affecting both the temporal and eternal interests of every people under
heaven to the same extent and in the same degree that the message of Noah
affected the inhabitants of the old world.  If false, it is one of the most cunning,
wicked, bold, deep-laid impositions ever palmed upon the world; calculated to
deceive and ruin millions who will sincerely receive it as the word of God, and will
suppose themselves securely built upon the rock of truth until they are plunged, with
their families, into hopeless despair."7    This is a statement to agree with.  And
since the evidence shows it to be false, we can say that it is an imposition upon the
world.  Pratt also said:  "If, after rigid examination, it be found to be an imposition,
it should be extensively published to the world as such; the evidences and
arguments upon which the imposture was detected, should be clearly and logically
stated, that those who have been sincerely yet unfortunately deceived, may
perceive the nature of the deception, and be reclaimed, and that those who continue
to publish the delusion, may be exposed and silenced, not by physical force, neither
by persecutions, bare assertions, nor ridicule, but by strong and powerful arguments
-- by evidences adduced from scripture and reason."8   Based on these statements,
Christians should feel challenged to disprove the BoM, and publish there findings.
Yet if you do, the LDS Church will label you  anti-Mormon, and you will be
persecuted by them. There is a lot of pressure placed upon this book and the belief
that it is true.  If proved untrue, Mormonism must also be untrue.  The following is
just some of the evidence that shows the book to be untrue.

While considering the BoM, it is well to remember there have been over
4,000 changes in it since 1830 when the first edition was published.  Not the least
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of these is  the first edition accredited Joseph Smith as the author and the following
edition listed him as translator.  Some of these changes are claimed to be minor by
the LDS authorities. When a book claims to be the Word of God, and the most
perfect of all books, how can any change be minor?  One could accept changes in
punctuation or spelling, but the changing of words that change doctrine cannot be
accepted.  Some of the changes were made by Smith, and they claim that since he
"received the revelations" he can change them.  If they were truly revelations from
the true God, they would not need to be changed.  God would have made them
right the first time!

The scientific evidence concerning the BoM also disproves it.  Walter Martin
does an excellent job of examining this evidence on page 159ff of his book The
Kingdom Of The Cults.  Dr. Martin quotes an interesting letter from Charles Anthon,
a professor at Columbia University.  Smith claims Professor Anthon examined
copies of the plates and declared them authentic ("The Prophet Joseph Smith's
Testimony"  LDS Church, page 17).  The following is a quote of a small part of
Anthon's response to Smith's claim: "Upon examining the paper in question, I soon
came to the conclusion that it was all a trick, perhaps a hoax.  When I asked the
person who brought it, how he obtained the writing, he gave me, as far as I can now
recollect the following account:  A gold book, consisting of a number of plates of
gold, fastened together in the shape of a book by wires of the same metal, had
been dug up in the northern part of the state of New York, and along with the book
an enormous pair of gold spectacles!...This paper was in fact a singular scrawl.  It
consisted of all kinds of crooked characters disposed in columns and had evidently
been prepared by some person who had before him at the time a book containing
various alphabets.  Greek and Hebrew letters, crosses and flourishes, Roman
letters inverted or placed sideways, were arranged in perpendicular columns, and
the whole ended in a rude delineation of a circle, divided into various compartments,
decked with various strange marks and evidently copied after the Mexican calendar
given by Humboldt,...I have thus given you a full statement of all that I know
respecting the origin of Mormonism, and must beg you, as a personal favor, to
publish this letter immediately, should you find my name mentioned again by these
wretched fanatics."9

Besides the testimony of this learned man, we also have the evidence of
Archeology.  Search as one might, there will be no archeological evidence found
that supports the BoM.  None of the towns, peoples, coins, metals etc. mentioned
by the BoM has been found.  Surely, we could expect at least one item to come to
the surface.  If one was to contact the Smithsonian institution in Washington DC,
they would learn there is no connection between any archeological site and the
BoM.  And that no archeologist uses the BoM as a resource tool.  This is the
opposite for the Bible, many sites have been found and many archeologist use it as
a guide in the Holy Land.

The BoM has been proven false.  Many people believe that it is a novel



written by Solomon Spalding and stolen from him.  Smith and others then turned it
into a book of religion and began a hoax.  Therefore, based upon Pratt's
statements, we can say that Mormonism is a fraud and it should be revealed to the
world as such.

C. The Pearl Of Great Price:
The scheme continues with a book called the Pearl of Great Price. It is also

claimed that Joseph Smith translated this book.  The LDS Church has received
evidence against this writing and its authenticity.  They claimed to have found the
original papyri (manuscript) of the Book of Abraham, a part of the PGP.
Egyptologist have studied the papyri and found no relationship between it and the
Book of Abraham.  What they have is a part of a very common funeral text that
Smith used to "translate" the Book of Abraham.  Yet Mormons continue to use this
Book as if it were scripture.  
Besides the Book of Abraham, the PGP contains the following books:
1.   Selections from the Book of Moses.
2.   Joseph Smith's Translation of Matthew.
3.   The History of Joseph Smith.
4.   The Thirteen Articles of Faith.

D.   Doctrine & Covenants:
The final book in the standard works is the Doctrine & Covenants.  This is

perhaps the most important of all LDS Scripture, for the D&C  contains more of the
 doctrines and teaching of the LDS Church than any other of their standard

works.  It is a collection of 138 revelations, declarations, visions and documents,
along with two "Official Declarations."  Joseph Smith recorded 135 of these;
Brigham Young, one;  Joseph F. Smith, one;  John Taylor recorded one document
[telling of the martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum].  All the sections were written by
1850 except the 138th, by Joseph F. Smith, dated 1918 and the two official
declarations, dated 1890 and 1978.  In view of the LDS belief in continued
revelation, it is strange that more revelations have not been received over the
years. 

Some of the D&C are of special interest to those who wish to  work effectively with
Mormons.  Here are a few: 

D&C 13, The ordination of Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery. 
D&C 20, Revelation on church organization and government. 
D&C 21, Organization of the church. 
D&C  52, The first distinctive ordinations to the office of high priest. 
D&C  57, Location of Zion and the move to Missouri. 
D&C  75, Minister's families to be supported by the church. 
D&C  76, The three kingdoms. 
D&C  81, Keys of the kingdoms. 
D&C  84, False prophecy concerning the building of a temple in the New

Jerusalem. 



D&C  89, The "Words of Wisdom." 
D&C 107, The two priesthoods. 
D&C 110, The appearance of the Lord, Moses, Elias, and Elijah. 
D&C 116, Adam-ondi-Adhaman. 
D&C 124, Baptism for the Dead. 
D&C 128, Baptism for the Dead. 
D&C 130, God has a fleshly body. 
D&C 131, Celestial marriage is essential to exaltation.
D&C 132, Celestial marriage and polygamy. 
D&C 135, The martyrdom of Joseph and Hyrum Smith. 
D&C 137, Doctrine of salvation for the dead is revealed. 

The D&C is still an open book.  As recently as 1978, there has been
additions to the revelations.  It is possible that more additions will be made.  Some
of these additions have been contrary to earlier revelations, such as the changes
dealing with  polygamy and the Negro.  These are called official declarations
instead of revelations.  The question arises; what else will change and how long will
the current revelations remain in effect?  After a careful investigation, one realizes
that the BoM, PGP, and the D&C are untrustworthy as scripture.  An open minded
person can see the selfishness of the authors and their desire to bring about what
they want, as well as personal gain and power.  Mormonism places to much
emphasis upon these new revelations.  They disclaim too much of the Bible and
have too much faith in their current leadership's ability to speak for God.  Therefore,
a Christian who wishes to minister to the Mormon must know their works and use
them to disprove Mormonism.  Always remember the  quote by Orson Pratt, found
on page 6.  If their scriptures are false, so is Mormonism. 

THE THIRTEEN ARTICLES OF FAITH 
Found in the PGP, these Articles of Faith show the lies that LDS Church presents

to the world.  All churches have something similar, to present to the world a statement of
what they believe.  The Southern Baptist Convention has its 1963 statement of faith,
known as the Baptist Faith And Message.  Unlike these statements of faith, the LDS
Articles of Faith present the world a false view of what Mormonism teaches.  The use of
Christian terms makes these articles look appealing to Christian peoples, and many could
accept some of the statements as written.  After finding out what Mormonism means by
some of these terms, the Articles of Faith become unacceptable to Orthodox Christianity.
A student of Mormonism learns never to take what the LDS Church says or teaches at face
value.  The Articles of Faith are good examples of why. 
 
ARTICLE #1:
We believe in God, the Eternal Father, and in His Son, Jesus Christ, and in the Holy Ghost.

This statement could be an acceptable teaching of the triune God.  The Bible clearly
teaches a trinity.  While it is not the most understandable doctrine of the Bible, Christians
agree with our having a Godhead of three personalities but only one God.  Mormonism
teaches there are many gods.  Their teaching is that god was once a man, exalted to
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godhood and that people today can also be exalted to godhood.  Jesus, to a Mormon is
not God come in the flesh as the son of God.  To the Mormon, he is literally the spiritual
and physical son of God.  This is not a statement of belief in the trinity.  It is a statement
of belief in more than one God, for Christ after his earthly life became God, as have many
others.  Much more will be said concerning the LDS doctrine of God,  Christ, and the Holy
Spirit in the section on Mormon Doctrine. 

ARTICLE 2:
We believe that men will be punished for their own sins, and not for Adam's transgression.

Some Christians might agree with this, but not the Bible!  When reading Romans
5:12-19, it is obvious that Adam's sin brought about punishment for sin.  The LDS believe
that God caused Adam to sin, so mankind might be tested to see if they are worthy to be
gods or not.  Mormonism is not really  concerned with the sin of man.  They do not teach
a salvation from hell, but are seeking a higher degree of exaltation.  A Mormon thinks of
salvation as resurrection into one of three  kingdoms.  All men will enter one of the
kingdoms, except a few who have committed an unpardonable sin. 

ARTICLE 3:
We believe that through the Atonement of Christ all mankind may  be saved, by obedience
to the laws and ordinances of the gospel.  There are two concepts to be discussed
here.  First read Ephesians 2:8- 10.  Man is not saved by obedience to the laws and
ordinances of the gospel, but rather by faith in Christ and the grace of God.  Secondly, an
understanding of what Mormonism means by the word  gospel.  The LDS, gospel basically
means the LDS Church and its teachings.  What is being said here is that salvation comes
through obedience to the LDS teachings in this life, or in the life to come.  

ARTICLE 4:
We believe that the first principles and ordinances of the Gospel are: first, faith in the Lord
Jesus Christ; second, repentance;  third, baptism by immersion for the remission of sins;
fourth,  laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.  

Romans 10:9-10 says that the first and last principles and  ordinances of the Gospel
is belief in Jesus Christ, confessing  Him to be the resurrected son of God, who died for
your sins so you might be saved.  Yet the LDS Church says that this is enough to condemn
you to hell!  The LDS publication "What The Mormons Think Of Christ" says:  Christians
speak often of the blood of Christ and its cleansing power.  Much that is believed and
taught on this subject, however is such utter nonsense and so palpably false that to believe
it is to lose one's salvation.  For instance, many believe or pretend to believe that if we
confess Christ with our lips and avow that we accept him as our personal Savior, we are
thereby saved.  They say that his blood, with any other act than mere belief, makes us
clean.10  More will be said about this passage latter, but it shows that the LDS are not
Christian, nor do they have a Christian concept of salvation. 



ARTICLE 5:
We believe that a man must be called of God, by prophecy, and by the laying on of hands,
by those who are in authority to preach  the Gospel and administer the ordinances thereof.

All LDS males, over the age of 12 are ordained into one of two priesthoods, either
the Aaronic or Melchizedek priesthood.  Both of these find their roots in the KJV.
Christians become priests for themselves, doing away with the Aaronic and the other is the
order of Priesthood to which Christ belongs (Hebrews 7:11).  Mormons place themselves
on the same level as Christ, a very dangerous action according to Isaiah 14.  Remember
also that young men and women are often required to go on a mission.  Who calls them,
the church or God?  Christian pastors and ministers have their call directly from God. 
 
ARTICLE 6:

We believe in the same organization that existed in the Primitive Church, Namely,
apostles, prophets, pastors, teachers, evangelist, etc.  

According to Mormon teachings on church history, the church  became apostate
and fell from the grace of God.  God and Jesus  supposedly appeared to Smith and told
him of their dissatisfaction with Orthodox Christianity and that he would bring in the new
and true church.  However, after years of studying Mormonism and more than a year living
in Salt Lake City, this writer has never heard of the LDS having pastors or evangelist, nor
has he seen the roles of stake president, first presidency, or quorum of the seventies in
the Bible.  Smith's restored church has offices never presented in the primitive church, and
has done away with offices that were in the primitive church. 

ARTICLE 7:
We believe in the gifts of tongues, prophecy, revelation, visions, healing, interpretations of
tongues, etc.  

LDS must believe in the gift of revelation and prophecy, for their entire church is
built upon new revelations and prophecies. Concerning the gift of tongues and
interpretation of tongues, they may  believe in them, but this writer has never heard of it
being  practiced.  The gift of healing is practiced, in that every holder of the priesthood has
the power (supposedly) to anoint a sick person.  This is known as the blessing.  This
blessing is reserved only for LDS people. 

ARTICLE 8:
We believe the Bible to be the word of God as far as it is translated correctly: we also
believe the Book of Mormon to be the word of God.  

This topic has been dealt with in the section on Mormon Scripture.  This is where
Mormons escape from the use of the Bible to disprove their  beliefs.  If it disagrees with
Mormonism, then it is incorrectly  translated.  If asked for a list of incorrectly translated
verses, Mormons will not respond or point to the PGP and Smith's translation of the Bible.
If his translation is so superior to  the KJV, one must wonder why they do not use it.  Could
it be that Smith had no ability to translate?  Here, they claim to believe the Book of Mormon
is the work of God, superior to the Bible.  Yet in many places the BoM conflicts with the
teachings of the LDS Church.  When a conflict is presented, it is usually ignored or



changed at the next printing. 
 
ARTICLE 9:
We believe all that God has revealed, all that he does now reveal, and we believe that He
will yet reveal many great things pertaining to the Kingdom of God.  

This belief is essential to Mormonism.  They have been forced to change doctrines
in the past because of governmental and public pressures.  Certainly they will have to do
so again.  If a person believes this article, his religion can change to meet his own desires
and the desires of the public.  Remember that it is only through the current prophet of
Mormonism that these new revelations can occur.  Therefore, the prophet controls the
beliefs of the LDS Church.  Compare this article to Revelation 22:18.  God's word does not
and cannot change!  A portion of this article is untrue.  They do not believe all that God
has revealed.  They ignore or change a large portion of the Bible, which most Christians
consider to be the revelations of God.  They also ignore many of the teachings of former
LDS prophets, that were at one time claimed to be revelations from God.  The god of
Mormonism often changes his mind.  

ARTICLE 10:
We believe in the literal gathering of Israel and the restoration  of the Ten Tribes; that Zion
(the New Jerusalem) will be built  upon the American Continent; that Christ will reign
personally  upon the earth; and that the earth will be renewed and receive its paradisiacal
glory.  

There will be a 1,000 year reign of Christ on this earth.  The Bible does not indicate
that it will be on the American Continent, nor does the BoM.  The ten tribes is a reference
the so-called ten lost tribes of Israel (those that disappeared from biblical records, the two
remaining tribes are Judea and Israel).  According to Mormon Doctrine, the American
Indians are the remainder of these tribes.  Of course Mormons claim that they will also be
gathered in this event.  The Bible does not teach a renewing of the earth.  According to 2
Peter 3:10, this world will melt in a fervent heat.  Revelation 21:2-3 describes a new
heaven and earth being created along with a New Jerusalem.  This is a serious confl ict
with Christian Scripture, as both cannot be correct.  One must accept this as another of
Joseph Smith's false revelations, leading men away from the truth of God's Holy Word. 

ARTICLE 11:
We claim the privilege of worshiping Almighty God according to the dictates of our own
conscience, and allow all men the same privilege, let them worship how, where, or what
they will.  

If only this were true.  If it was, one would not be so  concerned about Mormonism
in the world today.  True, they do claim the right to worship according to the dictates of
their own  conscience, but they do not allow others the same privilege. As a Baptist Pastor
in Salt Lake City, UT, this authors beliefs have  been belittled, insulted, and attacked.  His
children have returned home from school in tears because of religious persecution by LDS
children.  The LDS will allow others the free  and unpersecuted freedom of worship only
if it agrees with them.  The claim is often made that they are the persecuted people.  Yet
persecution is in the center of their beliefs. 



     11Prophet Joseph Smith's Testimony page 4

ARTICLE 12:
We believe in being subject to kings, presidents, rulers, magistrates, in obeying, honoring
and sustaining the law.  

If this is what Mormons truly believe, why did some of the  
Mormon leaders continue to practice polygamy long after the laws  of the land said it was
unlawful?  Even today, many LDS practice polygamy.  The LDS Church says little or
nothing about it, even if it is publicly exposed.  In times past, the LDS Church and its
leadership was involved in mass murder and the destruction of the personal property of
others.  Joseph Smith was in jail for the destruction of another's property at the time of his
death.  There was also a vow taken in the temple for many years, that required the
overthrow of the U.S. government.  This all goes against article #12. 

ARTICLE 13:
We believe in being honest, true, chaste, benevolent, virtuous,  and in doing good to all
men; indeed, we may say that we follow  the admonition of Paul--We believe all things, we
hope all things, we have endured many things, and hope to be able to endure all things.
If there is anything virtuous, lovely, or of good report or praiseworthy, we seek after these
things.  

Much time could be spent here, simply remember that in the state Mormons control,
Utah, immorality is higher than the national average, divorce rates, suicide rates, rape and
other crime rates are all higher than the national averages.  The claim is made that the
LDS Church has one of the best welfare systems of any church.  It is used only if publicity
can be gained by it, or if it is in the interest of the LDS Church.  Utah has one of the
highest budgets in the nation for welfare.  Mormons have not begun to endure what
Christians have endured through the years, or even what Christians have endured at the
hands of the Mormons. 

These are the Articles of Faith of the Mormon Church (those  parts in italics were
taken from the Pearl of Great Price).  Many  of them are confusing as to what Mormons
really believe.  Perhaps  they are a part of the big deceit of Mormonism.  It is interesting
that these articles are signed by Joseph Smith.  This being the case, many of them
(especially #12) were broken by him during his lifetime, and by the LDS Church during the
first fifty years after his death.  According to Joseph Smith, all other creeds and articles of
faith of all other churches are an "abomination in His sight; that those professors were all
corrupt; that they draw near to God with their lips, but their hearts are far away; that they
teach for doctrines the commandments of men; having a form of godliness, but deny the
power thereof." (Joseph Smith, quoting the "personages" [God the Father and God the
Son] in the "Prophet Joseph Smith's Testimony").11   Joseph Smith could not follow what
he had supposedly received from God and believed to be true. 

MORMON DOCTRINES 
Mormonism, like any other rel igion, has many doctrines.  Some of them have

already been discussed, but there are seven major, unusual doctrines to be discussed in
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this section.  They are: the doctrine of God; the doctrine of Christ; the doctrine of the Holy
Spirit; the doctrine of Salvation and Judgement; the doctrine of the Priesthood; the doctrine
of Polygamy (and women); and the Temple doctrines. While true Churches have doctrines
in all or many of these topics, they are completely different from the doctrines of the LDS
Church.  Sometimes the wording is the same, but the meaning is entirely different.
Whenever a person deals with a person of another religious background, they should
make them explain the meaning of the terms being used.  This is especially true with the
cults and the cult of Mormonism. 
 
A. THE MORMON DOCTRINE OF GOD:

The Mormon doctrine of God resembles pagan mythology more than it
does a Christian view of the triune God.  Mormons believe in the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Ghost, but not in the same way that the Christians view them.  In
reality, their doctrine teaches that God the Father is one of many gods, who have
populated worlds throughout the universe.  As a way of introduction to the Mormon
doctrine of God, a few quotes are useful: 
1. In the beginning, the head of the gods called a council of the gods; and they

came together and concocted a plan to create the world and people it.12 
2. God himself was once as we are now, an exalted man...13 
3. As man is, God once was; as God is, man may become.14

4. When our father Adam came in the garden of Eden, he came into it with a
celestial body and brought Eve, one of his wives, with him.  He helped to
man and organize this world.  He is MICHAEL, the Archangel, the ANCIENT
OF DAYS! About whom holy men have written and spoken--HE is our
FATHER and our God, the only God with whom we have to do.  15

 Looking at these statements, and many others that are similar, it is very
quickly seen what kind of god Mormons worship.  It is not the God of the Old
Testament or of the New Testament, but is rather a strange god.  The implications
of such statements and the teachings that go along with them are unbelievable!  Yet
millions of people have fallen into the trap. 

The god of Mormonism has many wives.  This results in their teaching of
polygamy.  God was a man on a planet, created by another god, and was exalted to
godhood himself.  This appears confusing, but Mormonism believes that a god and his
wives parent spirit-children throughout eternity.  After being born, spirit-children live and
grow in the spirit-world until they are born on a planet to human parents.  According to this
doctrine, every person had a life in the spirit-world with our planet god and his wives.  If



a man becomes a good Mormon, he can become a god, with a planet of his own to
populate with his many wives.  Eternal sex is the role of both men and women in the next
life, with the women living in a state of eternal pregnancy. 

Mormonism clearly teaches a polytheistic (belief in many gods) god, while
claiming to believe in monotheism (the belief there is only one god).  This is entirely
misleading!  Obviously, Mormons have a belief in several gods, examine closely the first
quote, as given by Joseph Smith.  It says there was a council of the gods, called by the
head god.  This is polytheism, more closely related to Greek and Roman paganism than
to Christianity.  This teaching is contrary to even the BoM!  Alma 11:26-31; "And Zeezrom
said unto him: Thou sayest there is a true and living God?  And Amulek said: Yea, there
is a true and living God.  Now Zeezrom said: Is there more than one God?  And he said:
No.  Now Zeezrom said unto him again: How knowest thou these things? And he said: An
angel hath made them known to me."  Here, only one true and living God is taught, making
all others false gods or idols!  One final teaching of Mormonism to be discussed under the
doctrine of God, is the Adam-God teaching of Brigham Young. The fourth quote given tells
that Young believed that Adam was "our Father and our God."  It is part of a sermon he
preached, and he claimed that when he preached, it was scripture.  Today the LDS Church
tries to keep this doctrine out of the hands of the people they are trying to proselyte, for
fear that it will keep them from Mormonism.  It is denied by the Church that it was ever
taught, yet it continues to be printed in the Journal Of Discourses.  This is certainly not a
teaching of true Christianity. 

B.  THE MORMON DOCTRINE OF JESUS CHRIST:
To the Christian world, the doctrine of Jesus Christ is  of great importance.

Christians believe He is the sole Savior of the world.  To the Mormon, this doctrine
cannot be as important  because Christ is insufficient to them.  Joseph Smith is as
important to salvation in Mormonism as Christ, perhaps even  more important, as
they claim the blood of Christ is not enough.  According to LDS Doctrine, a person
without a belief in Joseph Smith will not be exalted.  The Mormons believe that
Jesus is one of God's spirit-children.  If this was true, it would make Jesus and
Lucifer brothers.  This is the same Lucifer that Christians know as Satan or the
devil.  Mormons believe that when god called the council of the gods to decide how
to populate the world and judge it, both Jesus and Lucifer had a suggestion. Jesus'
way was that of giving his life to bring man to god, after man had sinned.  Lucifer's
was to  force man into obedience.  The way of Jesus was chosen and Lucifer
rebelled against god.  Therefore, Lucifer has been forbidden from having an earthly
body and cannot obtain godhood.  All this can be read in Moses 4:1-4 and Abraham
3:27-28 in the Pearl of Great Price. 

The belief in the virgin birth has been denied by Mormons. Although they do
not want people to know about their teachings concerning the virgin birth, it has
come out publicly in some of their magazines and publications.  This teaching has
been a thorn in their flesh for many years.  Concerning the virgin birth, Brigham
Young said:  "When the virgin Mary conceived the child Jesus, the Father had
begotten him in his own likeness.  He was not begotten by the Holy Ghost.  And
who was the Father?  He is the First of the human family and when he took a
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tabernacle (body), it  was begotten by his father in heaven, after the same manner
as the tabernacles of Cain, Adam, and Eve; from the fruits of the earth, the first
earth tabernacles were originated by the father, and so on in succession...Jesus our
elder brother, was begotten in the flesh by the same character that was in the
garden of Eden, and who is our father in heaven"  16  Yet in their guide book to the
temple the question is asked: "Do Mormons believe in the Virgin Birth?"  The
answer given is:  "Yes, the Latter Day Saints accepts the miraculous conception of
Jesus Christ."  According to LDS doctrine, the miraculous conception is that the
father took  on a physical body and had a sexual relationship with Mary and Jesus
was conceived.  There are two mistakes here.  1. Mary would not have been a
virgin after this relationship.   2. God would not be perfect, as he was having sexual
intercourse with his daughter, which is condemned in the Bible.  Obviously,
Mormons do not believe in the virgin birth, the God of the Bible, or the Christ of the
Bible.  It can safely be said that Mormons cannot claim to have salvation in Jesus
Christ, as they do not have the correct Christ.  It becomes the duty of true
Christians to share with them, as much as possible, the truth of salvation. 

 
C.  THE DOCTRINE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT:

 Mormonism has  trouble unifying the Holy Spirit with their teachings about
God.  They teach that he has never had, nor will he ever receive a body.  The
reason a person receives a body, in Mormon doctrine, is so they might be proved
worthy and obtain the status of God.  The Holy Spirit could not therefore be God in
LDS beliefs.  There is very little information available on Mormon doctrine
concerning the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit is defined as:  "The term Holy Ghost and
its common synonyms Spirit of God, Comforter,  and Spirit of truth, occur in the
scriptures with plainly  different meanings, referring in some cases to the person of
God the Holy Ghost, and in other instances to the power and authority of this great
personage, or to the agency through which he ministers...The Holy Ghost
undoubtedly possesses personal power and affections;  these attributes exist in him
in perfection.  Thus he teaches and guides, testifies of the Father and the Son,
reproves, rebukes, speaks, commands, commissions...These are not figurative
expressions but plain statements of the attributes and characteristics of the Holy
Ghost."17   Mormonism declares the materialism of God in one statement and
denies it in  another. 

In the LDS book, Gospel Principles, the statement is made that "Thus, spir it
children of our Heavenly Father began leaving his presence to come to the earth
as they had been promised.  As they came to this earth, the memory of their
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heavenly home was taken from them.  But our Father did not shut them away from
his influence.  He sent the Holy Ghost to comfort and help and guide all his spirit
children."18  This book teaches that the Holy Ghost is one of God's spirit- children
or an angel, who is empowered to do some work on this planet for God.  In the
three short pages  of this book that are dedicated to the Holy Ghost, four teachings
are plainly presented concerning LDS beliefs on the Holy Ghost. 
1. That the Holy Ghost was sent to Adam and Eve to "Testify of the Father and

of the Son and to teach Adam and Eve the Gospel."  (page 33, see Moses
5:9) 

2. That the Holy Ghost, according to Mormonism "can be  
only in one place at a time, but his influence can be every place at the same time."  (page
34) 

3. That the purpose of the Holy Ghost is "the revealer and testifier of all truth."
Plus he comforts, helps and guides. (page 34) 

4.   That "The mission of the Holy Ghost is to bear witness of the Father and the
Son, and of the truth of all things."  Plus "Without the Holy Ghost, we can
never know that Jesus is the Christ." (page 34-35) 

These limitations and works of the Spirit take away from the Biblical teachings on
the Holy Spirit.  They make him less than God and weaken his power.  Obviously the trinity
is not included  here. 

A final quote is of interest here, as the section on the  Holy Ghost concludes:
"This leads to the investigation of that substance called the Holy Spirit or Light of
Christ... There is a divine substance, fluid or essence called the Spirit, widely
diffused among these eternal elements..This divine element or Spirit is immediate
active or agent in all holy miraculous power...The purest, most refined and subtle
of all these substances and the one least understood or even recognized by the less
informed among mankind is that substance called the Holy Spirit."19   The Holy Spirit
is only a divine substance or a fluid or an essence?  That is not the way the Bible
describes Him!  The Bible describes Him as the power of God in this world.  The
Christian could be easily offended at calling the Spirit these, as Christians know
Him as a part of God.  Mormonism is the less informed among mankind, as they
understand Him the least and have the least understanding of His work and
purpose.  

One of the wonderful messages of Christianity is that we know that the Spirit
of God dwells within each of God's people.  He is with us, empowering and guiding
us always, for He dwells within us.  How unfortunate that Mormons do not have the
same feeling, as their holy spirit cannot be in all places at once. 

D.   THE DOCTRINE OF SALVATION AND JUDGMENT:
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The difference between this doctrine in the LDS Church and in the Christian
Church is large.  The LDS define salvation as: "Inseparable connection of body and
spirit brought about through the Savior's atonement and resurrection; eternal life."20

The Christian Church defines salvation as: "The saving of man from the power and
effects of sin."21  The Christian view and the LDS view of salvation cannot be
unified, they are not compatible.  The Christian looks for deliverance from sin, while
the LDS seek an eternal body and rule.  

Mormonism teaches that all men will be reunited with their bodies in one of
three kingdoms, or a place called "outer darkness."  According to their doctrine, all
men (for all are the spirit-children of God) will be resurrected and united with their
bodies for ever.  This is salvation, according to the previously given definition.
What Mormons are seeking is to gain a higher kingdom, hopefully the celestial.
The three kingdoms that are supposed to be available are the celestial, the
terrestrial, and the telestial. 

 
1. The celestial kingdom is the highest kingdom.  Here is found

exaltation to godhood.  This kingdom is found in D&C section 76:51-70.
Only those Mormons who have received the testimony of Jesus, have been
baptized, and have kept the laws and ordinances (including temple marriage
and rites) to the fullest extent can expect to enter this kingdom.  If a family
makes it, and it is a family effort, the husband will call forth as many of his
wives that he married for time and eternity that he desires. They will have a
planet to become god over.  Those not married in the temple can enter here,
but as servants instead of gods. 

     2.  The terrestrial kingdom is for:  "they who rejected the gospel on earth,
but afterwards received it in the spirit world.  These are they who are
honorable people on the earth, but who were blinded to the gospel of Jesus
by the craftiness of men.  These are also they who did receive the gospel
and testimony of Jesus, but afterwards were not valiant."22   These people
will be visited by Christ, but the Heavenly Father will  not visit them.  No
marriage will be honored here, and all will be single.  This kingdom is found
in D&C section 76:71-80.  This is Mormonism's second chance, even though
a person cannot reach the highest. He still has something. 

     3. The telestial kingdom is found in D&C section 76:81-88.  This
kingdom is for those that "did not receive the gospel or the testimony of
Jesus either on earth or in the spirit world.  These are they who will suffer for



     23Gospel Principles.  Salt Lake City:  The Church Of Jesus
Christ Of Latter-day Saints, 1985.  Page 286.

     24Plan Of Salvation

     25Gospel Principles.  Salt Lake City:  The Church Of Jesus
Christ Of Latter-day Saints, 1985.  Page 286.

their  own sins in hell until after the Millennium, when they will be
resurrected."23  In this kingdom, each person must suffer for their own sins,
this is called eternal punishment.  What is eternal punishment to a Mormon?
That question is answered in a booklet called "Plan Of Salvation," page 25:
"let us examine another question that has doubtless crossed the mind of the
reader - the question of future punishment.  If preaching to the spirits,
bringing them to a knowledge of the truth, and being baptized for them
releases them from their prison, it logically follows that their must be an end
to future punishment.  We hear the question; 'do not the scriptures say that
there is eternal punishment and everlasting punishment? Yes, but let us not
put a private interpretation on these terms.  Let us correctly understand their
meaning.  Eternal punishment is God's punishment; everlasting punishment
is God's punishment.  In other words, it is the name of the punishment God
inflicts, he being eternal in his nature."24  Some People then, will suffer for
their own sins, and after that, enter  the telestial kingdom for an eternity.
They will be visited by the Holy Ghost and ignored by the Father and the
Son.  One must also wonder who it is that puts a private interpretation on the
everlasting punishment. 

The final location that one can spend eternity in, is the place called outer
darkness.  This is close to what the Christian would call hell.  It is found in D&C
76:28-35 & 44-48.  Those that enter here have no hope.  D&C 76:34 says:
"Concerning whom I have said there is no forgiveness in this world nor in the world
to come."  How does one get into this state?  The answer to that is found in Gospel
Principles,  "These are they who had testimonies of Jesus through the Holy Ghost,
and had known the power of the Lord, but allowed Satan to overcome them.  They
denied the truth and defied the power of the Lord...They denied the Holy Spirit after
having received it.  They will not have a kingdom glory.  They will live in eternal
darkness, torment, and misery with Satan and his angels forever and ever."25

The views of the kingdoms in Mormonism are quite different from the views
taught by the Bible, as is the method of getting there.  The Bible has two places of
eternal existence, heaven and hell.   The only difference between the people in
each is those in hell rejected the blood of Christ and those in heaven accepted that
atoning blood.  Mormonism rejects the teaching of the Blood Atonement of Christ
for Salvation: "Christians speak often of the blood of Christ and its cleansing power.
Much that is believed and taught on this subject, however, is such utter nonsense
and palpably false that to believe it is to  lose one's salvation.  For instance, many
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believe or pretend to believe that if we confess Christ with our lips and avow that we
accept him as our personal Savior, we are thereby saved.  They say that his blood,
without any other act than mere belief, makes us clean."26  How sad  that the truth
according to John 3:16, Romans 10:9-10, 1 John 1:7-9 and many other verses in
the Bible are so completely ignored. 

Mormons do not believe that the blood of Christ is all sufficient, that it does
not cover all sins.  Mormon's believe there are some sins that Christ's blood cannot
atone for.  If a person commits such a sin, then his own blood must be shed for the
remission of that sin.  Many believe that this is the reason that Utah is still using the
firing squad for the death penalty.  Brigham Young was a supporter of this idea, if
not the originator, as seen from the following quote:  "Let me suppose a case.
Suppose you found your brother in bed with your wife, and put a javelin through
both of them.  You would be justified, and they would atone for their sins, and be
received into the kingdom of God.  I would at once do so, in such a case; and under
such circumstances, I have no wife whom I love so well that I would not put a javelin
through her heart, and I would do it with clean hands...There is not a man or
women, who violates the covenants made with their God, that will not be required
to pay the debt.  The blood of Christ will never wipe that out, your own blood must
atone for it."27  Or how about what Joseph F. Smith said:  "Joseph Smith taught that
there were certain sins so grievous that man may commit, that they will place the
transgressors beyond the power of the atonement of  Christ.  If these offenses are
committed then the blood of Christ will not cleanse them from their sins even though
they repent. Therefore their only hope is to have their blood shed to atone, as far
as possible in their behalf..."28  Yet they claim to believe in Jesus as the Savior of
the world. 

From this doctrine we can plainly see that Mormonism is not a Christian
denomination, as they would like for people to think.  It could even be said, based
upon their doctrine of salvation and judgment, that they are anti-Christian.  They do
not seek to escape from the punishment of sin, but seek instead to become God.
This is exactly what Satan wants to do, and the reason he was cast out of heaven
in the first place, see Isaiah 14:12-14. 

E.   THE MORMON PRIESTHOOD:
In disputing with other churches, it is not uncommon to  hear a Mormon claim

"you do not have the priesthood, we do."  They do have what they call a biblical
priesthood.  It is different from any biblical view of the priesthood.  The Mormons
believe in two priesthood, whose names are the only biblical aspects about them.
They are the Aaronic Priesthood and the Melchizedek Priesthood. 



     29Gospel Principles.  Salt Lake City:  The Church Of Jesus
Christ Of Latter-day Saints, 1985.  Page 80.

     30Seattle Magazine, Dec. 1977, page 60.

1. The Aaronic Priesthood is believed to have begun in May of 1829, when
John the Baptist supposedly returned and baptized Joseph Smith and Oliver
Cowdery into this priesthood.  This group is made up of four offices:  The
deacon office is conferred upon a boy (or man) when he has been baptized
and confirmed as a member of the LDS Church.  A boy may be ordained to
this office at the age of twelve.  The deacons responsibilities are "to pass the
sacrament to members of the Church, act as ushers, keep Church buildings
and grounds in good order, act as messengers for priesthood leaders, and
fulfill special assignments such as collecting fast offerings."29  The teacher
office may be conferred upon a boy by ordination, when he is fourteen or
older.  Besides the duties of the deacon, the teacher is to teach the members
the commandments and help them to live them.  They also prepare the
bread and water for the sacrament service.  The office of priest may be given
by ordination to a boy of at least sixteen.  His duties are that of teacher and
deacon, plus he may baptize, administer the sacrament, take charge of the
meetings if no higher priesthood holder is present, and he may ordain
deacons, teachers, and priests.  The bishop is the last of the offices of the
Aaronic Priesthood.  A bishop is responsible for the temporal matters of the
ward, and may preside over all ward affairs and members in the ward. 

2. The Melchizedek Priesthood was given to Joseph Smith and Oliver Cowdery
a short time after the Aaronic Priesthood.  This priesthood was supposed to
have been given by the ordination of three apostles, Peter, James, and
John.  The offices of the Melchizedek Priesthood are five fold:  The office of
elder, who are  called to teach, expound, exhort, baptize, and watch over the
Church.  The Seventy, who have the call to preach the gospel, they are the
missionaries to the non-members in the ward area.  The High Priest, who
officiates in the Church and is in charge of spiritual  matters.  The Patriarchs
are chosen by the Apostles and they give the special Patriarchal Blessings
to members.  The Apostle, of which there are twelve and they administer the
affairs of the LDS Church throughout the world. 

                     
All white males have been ordained into the priesthood by the LDS Church

for many years.  Because of LDS beliefs about the Negro, they refused to allow
Negroes to become priests.  They could be members of the Church, but not
ordained.  In December, 1977, Eldon Tanner, a leader in the LDS Church said:
"The Church has no intention of changing its doctrine on the Negro.  Throughout the
history of the original Christian church, the Negro never held the priesthood. There's
really nothing we can do to change this.  It's the law of God."30   Something was
done, for on September 30, 1978, Eldon Tanner presented the Official Declaration
#2 to the General Conference of the LDS Church.  This declaration gave the Negro
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the right to become a priest.  So their doctrines can change, if they are left no other
choice. 

F. THE TEMPLE DOCTRINES OF THE MORMON CHURCH:
The Mormons have many temples throughout the world.  In  each of these

temples there are several ceremonies, called  ordinances, that the Christian world
would consider unusual. To attend the temple and any of its ordinances, one must
obtain a temple recommend that is valid for one year.  The first time a member
attends the temple, he receives his own endowments.  From then on, if he attends
again, he serves as a proxy for a deceased person so they may receive their
endowments.  There are ordinances for the living, preformed by the person they are
for:  "The ordinances for the living Mormons  include: washing, anointing, clothing
in the Garment of the Holy Priesthood, and the Endowment.  Sealings are
performed for married couples, and minor children are then sealed to parents.
Marriages are performed for time and eternity and, under special circumstances, for
time only.  These ceremonies account for approximately 2% of all temple
ordinances."31  Then there are the ordinances for the dead, performed by proxy:
"The ordinances for the deceased ancestors of members or names of deceased
persons provided by the temple from genealogical records include:  baptism,
confirmation of membership in the Mormon Church, and ordination to the Holy
Melchizedek  (Mormon) Priesthood for males. The ordinances for the l iving
described above must also be performed for each of the dead persons who are
posthumously receiving  their temple blessings.  Over 98% of the ordinances
performed are done for the dead by a living Mormon proxy."32

Briefly, the baptism for the dead is the practice of being baptized for another
who never had the opportunity to become a Mormon.  It is the Mormon belief that
these people can be converted by this act.  Because of the belief, Mormonism has
one of the largest genealogical records in the world and have people wanting to be
baptized for their ancestors and others. Some people have been baptized for
hundreds of others, and it is not unusual for a person to be baptized twenty or thirty
times a day.  Many unsuspecting people, using their genealogical records have
become prospects and converts to the LDS  Church. The Celestial Marriage is
called the marriage for Time and Eternity.  No Mormon can enter  the celestial
kingdom unless they have been through this ceremony (except as a servant), see
D&C 131:1-4.  No Mormon, man or woman can enter the temple to be married for



time and eternity, unless they are able to obtain a temple recommend.  A person
cannot attend the wedding of a friend or relative, unless they qualify for a temple
recommend.  The Church certainly does control who will make it into their celestial
kingdom.  A person, dead or alive, could possibly be married to another in the
temple, by proxy, and not even know it. 

The temple garment is a form of underwear that the Mormon who has been
through the ceremony is supposed to wear at all times.  Mormons believe it protects
the wearer from physical harm, danger, sickness, and evil.  The temple ordinances
are supposed to be secret.  An oath is taken, by the member, not to reveal what
they have experienced in the temple.  Many rumors, most of them false, have been
spread concerning what happens in the temple ceremonies.  However, some people
who have been through the temple have left Mormonism and they tell  us what is
happening in the temples.  The reader is referred to the writings of such people for
more information. 

G.   POLYGAMY AND WOMEN IN THE MORMON CHURCH:
The doctrine of polygamy goes back to Joseph Smith.  He is said to have

had many wives, as did Brigham Young and others.  It was a standard for Mormon
men to have more than one wife, until the U.S. Government passed laws against
it.  On July 1, 1862 laws were passed making polygamy a crime.  In spite of the
twelfth Article of Faith, Mormons and their leaders continued to practice polygamy.
It wasn't until the Manifesto, or Official Declaration #1, of October 6, 1890, that the
LDS Church officially stopped polygamy.  It did not stop polygamy, for well into the
twentieth century, Mormon leaders continued to practice it (see page 29).  Some
Mormons still practice polygamy today, even though the Church says it is  not
teaching it and is advising its members not to practice it.  Publicly, the LDS Church
does not encourage polygamy.  The teachings are still in its scriptures and when
polygamy is exposed, the Church does little or nothing to punish or stop the culprits.
  The reason for polygamy is their view of women.  It is the belief of
Mormonism that women will be inferior to men  in the next life.  They will be subject
to their husbands and will  only be raised if their eternal husbands decide to raise
them.  Ladies, treat your husband good, or he won't raise you on the coming
resurrection day.  If he does, then you will spend eternity having spirit-children and
raising them.  A woman without a husband cannot enter the celestial
kingdom,except as a servant. Therefore, it is important for women to marry in the
temple and for a man to have as many wives, for time and eternity, as possible.
This is so they can populate the plant that he is given godhood over.  One must
wonder why Mormon women would submit to such a belief, as it makes them little
more than slaves in this life and baby factories in the next life. 

THE MORMON PROSELYTING SYSTEM 
The Mormons have a very aggressive program of outreach, if  we can call it that.

Actually, it is more of a proselyting  program.  John L. Smith of Utah Missions says: "They
make little  effort to win non-church members to Mormonism.  Their efforts are  altogether
with people who have already professed some faith.
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Mormonism is a parasite, growing at the expense of others."33  This is a program to
reach others of different faiths. To proselyte means to take a person from one faith or
belief and make him change to your beliefs.  At one time the name of the Manual used by
Mormon missionaries was called Four Phases Of Proselyting.  Mormons believe it is all
right to proselyte, and do it energetically and without conscience. To show the
effectiveness of their efforts, you only need to look at their statistics.  In 1979 their figures
showed 4.2 million members and in 1983 they showed 4.9 million members, an increase
of 17% in four years.  In these four years they baptized less people than they did in the
four years previous.  If the Southern Baptist Convention had the same percentage of
missionaries, they would have over 85,000 on the mission fields.  The difference is that
their young people are often required to go on mission or they volunteer for mission.  The
term of their mission is normally two years.  The Church rarely pays the expenses,
requiring family and friends to pay most if not all mission expenses. 

Mormon Missionaries receive a few days training and then are sent to the field
where they are to work.  Any field outside of  Utah and Idaho is considered foreign
missions by Mormons.  They  are teamed with an experienced missionary who trains them
in the  methods he learned on the field from his former partner.  This  system has worked
well for them.  It makes it almost impossible  to convert a missionary, as they tend to keep
watch out for one  another.  They look for those who would like to witness to them, who are
weak, in need, or unsure.  Anyone who talks to them is in  danger. 

WITNESSING TO THE MORMON 
As when witnessing to any person, there is no set way to  witness to the Mormon.

There is, however, a great difference in  witnessing to the Mormon and the average
person.  Still, each  event in witnessing is different.  There is some advice that can  be
given to the person who desires to witness to the Mormon.  You will find five basic types
of Mormons to witness to: 
1. The Mormon Missionary: 

This person's primary goal is to lead you and your family into Mormonism.  They
may come by in door to door visitation or if you visit any of their temples, centers,
or historical points.  When they do come, the best advice is based on 2 John 10,
do not let them in.  If you do deal with these people, be firm in your beliefs and do
not let them give their testimony, as this is considered a success to them and
encourages them to continue in their efforts. 

2. Active Mormons: 
Active Mormons are those who continue to be involved in the LDS church on a
regular basis.  They may have been raised  Mormon or have been converted to it.
The way to witness to  these people is to build a relationship with them, gaining
their trust and gradually share with them the falsehoods of Mormonism and the truth
of Christ.  When you share a falsehood, always replace it with the truth. 



3. The Close Converts To Mormonism: 
These are the people the Mormons are reaching.  You will most likely be
acquainted with them, so act quickly. Direct questions at them that will help them
realize that they do not know the truth about Mormonism.  Tell them some of the
unusual doctrines of Mormonism.  Most people know a little biblical truth, and would
reject many Mormon  doctrines such as: the plurality of gods, the blood atonement,
and others.  Always use the Mormon books to document these teachings. 

4. Inactive Mormons.
Inactive Mormons are members of the LDS Church and have stopped being
involved.  Many reasons are given by these people for becoming inactive.  Often
they continue to believe it is the true church and continue to accept the doctrines
taught in the LDS Church.  They may have been born into a Mormon family or
converted to it.

5. Convenience Mormons.
Convenience Mormons are normally found in predominately LDS areas.  While they
do not believe many of the teachings of the LDS church, they hold membership for
social, economical, or other reasons of convenience.

SOME THINGS TO DO WHEN WITNESSING TO A MORMON ARE: 
 1. Know what Mormonism teaches.  Be able to prove it out of the standard works or

LDS writings. 
 2. Remember that the Mormon is lost, that God alone is able to save him and that you

have the true gospel message for him. 
 3. Become knowledgeable in LDS history, doctrine, philosophy,  and practices.  No

one can know all about Mormonism, but learn as much as possible. 
 4. Be bold, but humble. 
 5. Speak with the authority God gives to His witness. 
 6. Show the errors of LDS scripture, writers, and prophets. 
 7. Be polite and courteous. 
 8. Use the King James Version of the Bible. 
 9. Try to show them that they are lost and not gods in embryo. 
10. Lead them in prayer, asking God to reveal the truth to them  about their lost

condition. 
SOME THINGS NOT TO DO WHEN WITNESSING TO A MORMON ARE: 
 1. Quote the anti-mormon books and material. 
 2. Stress any denomination or its teachings, emphasize Christ. 
 3. Compliment them on anything, buildings, commitment, choir, etc. 
 4. Allow them to give their testimony, give yours instead. 
 5. Allow them to lead in prayer. 
 6. Criticize or degrade them in any way. 
 7. Allow yourself to get mad or commit a stupid act. 
 8. Use their titles, it supports their beliefs. 
 9. Tell them something that is not true. 

WHAT TO DO BEFORE YOU WITNESS TO A MORMON



1. Know what you believe and why you believe it.
A. Have assurance of you salvation.  1 John 5:13
B. Know the Scriptures concerning salvation. John 3:16, 14:6, Acts 4:12,

Romans 3:23, 5:10-11, 6:23, 10:9-13.
C. Understand the biblical doctrine of God.  

1. God is Spirit; John 4:24.
2. God is eternal; Habakkuk 1:12, Revelation 4:9.
3. God is the only God; Isaiah 43:10-13, 44:8, 46:9

D. Know the biblical doctrine of the Bible.
1. Comes from God: 1 Timothy 3:14-17.
2. You cannot add to or take away from the Bible; 

Revelation 22:18-19.
2. Pray earnestly.

A. For yourself.
1. for understanding
2. for knowledge
3. for the power of God.
4. for the words to speak.
5. for the ability to put the message across.

B. For the Mormon.
1. for the conviction of the Holy Spirit.
2. for an open mind.
3. for their salvation.

3. Know what Mormons believe.
A. Their doctrine of God.
B. Their doctrine of Christ.
C. Their doctrine of eternity.
D. Their doctrine of the church.

TERMS TO KNOW:
A. LDS DEFINITIONS OF TERMS, taken from the LDS book, Gospel 
Principles.
ATONEMENT: The sacrifice of Jesus Christ who had no sin, but

suffered and died to free all men from the effects of
both physical death and spiritual death.

GOSPEL: The plan of salvation, embracing all that is necessary
to save and exalt mankind.(keeping the ordinances of
the LDS church.)

KINGDOM OF GOD:  The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints as it is
now.  In the eternal sense, the celestial  kingdom.

SALVATION: Inseparable connection of body and spirit brought about
through the Savior's atonement and resurrection.



SAVIOR: Jesus Christ who has saved us from physical death and
made it possible for us to be saved from spiritual death.

B. CHRISTIAN DEFINITIONS OF TERMS, taken from the Evangelica l
Dictionary of THEOLOGY.
ATONEMENT: To avert punishment, especially the divine anger, by

the payment of a ransom.
GOSPEL: The joyous proclamation of God's redemptive activity in

Christ Jesus on behalf of man enslaved by sin.
KINGDOM OF GOD: The rule of God, the divine kingly authority.
SALVATION: The saving of man from the power and effects of sin.
SAVIOR: The one who provides salvation.

GOALS IN WITNESSING TO MORMONS
The ultimate goal is to bring  Mormons out of Mormonism and to a saving

knowledge of Jesus Christ.  This is not always an easy task and it is not always
accomplished in a short time.  Often, it is a process and should be treated as such.  Don't
expect to convince the Mormon that Mormonism is wrong and lead him to Christ in one
discussion.  This will cause you to become discouraged and quit.  Treating it as a process
will encourage you to continue in your effort.  Here are some goals to reach during the
process.
1. Gain their trust, so that they will respect your opinion and beliefs.
2. Become involved in open discussions on the differences between Christianity and

Mormonism.
3. Plant doubts about the truth of Mormonism.
4. Replace those doubts with the truth of the Bible.
5. Share salvation through Jesus as often as possible.

DOCTRINES TO DISCUSS
I. GOD

A. Mormons believe God has a body of flesh and bones.
1. Doctrine and Covenants 130:22.
2. The Book of Mormon says God is the Great Spirit, Alma 18:26-28 and

22:9-11.
3. The Bible says God is spirit, Jeremiah 23:24, John 4:24.

B. Mormons believe that God was once a man.
1. The Book of Mormon teaches that God was always God, Alma 13:9,

Mormon 9:9-11 & 19, and Moroni 7:22.
2. The Bible teaches that God was always God, Numbers 23:19.
3. The Doctrine and Convents teaches God is unchanging, 20:12 & 17,

29:33, 35:1, 76:4, 78:16.
4. The Bible teaches God is unchanging, Malachi 3:6 and Hebrews



13:8.
C. Mormons believe in many gods.

1. Pearl of Great Price, Abraham 4:1-31, Doctrine and Covenants
121:32.

2. The Doctrine and Covenants teaches there is only one God, 20:19 &
28.

3. The Book of Mormon teaches there is only one God, Alma 11:26-31,
and 3 Nephi 11:36 .

4. The Bible teaches there is only one God, Deuteronomy 4:35, Isaiah
43:10-13, 44:6-8, 46:9, and 1 John 5:7.

II. JESUS
A. Jesus and Satan are brothers.

1. Mormon Doctrine, page 192.
B. Mormons teach that Jesus is insufficient for the forgiveness of all sins

(Doctrine of Blood Atonement).
1. Mormon Doctrine, page 93.
2. The Book of Mormon teaches that Christ is all one needs, 2 Nephi 9:7

and Alma 34:10-12.
3. The Bible teaches that Christ is all one needs, 1 John 1:7-10.

C. Mormons teach that Jesus is not God come in the Flesh (they deny the
Trinity).

1. "What The Mormons Think Of Christ," page 6.
a. God the Father is referred to as Elohim.
b. God the Son is referred to as Jehovah.

2. The Book of Mormon teaches that Christ is God, 2 Nephi 3:21,
Mosiah 7:27 and 15:1-5.

3. The Doctrine and Covenants teaches that Christ is God, 38:1-3.
4. The Bible teaches that Christ is God, John 1:1, 10:30, 1 Timothy 3:16.

III. SALVATION
A. Mormons believe that salvation is resurrection into one of three kingdoms,

Doctrine and Covenants 76, Gospel Principles, page 358.
1. The Book of Mormon says salvation is eternal life through Jesus

Christ, Alma 11:40.
2. Doctrine and Covenants 49:5 teaches that salvation is deliverance

from damnation.
3. The Pearl Of Great Price teaches that salvation is deliverance from

damnation, Moses 5:15.

B. Mormons teach that salvation comes through the LDS church and its
prophet, Doctrine and Covenants 84:21-35, Mormon Doctrine, page 411.

1. The Book of Mormon teaches that Christ is the only way, 1 Nephi
13:40, 2 Nephi 31:21, Mosiah 3:17-18, 27:24-28, Helaman 13:6,
Moroni 7:25-26.

2. The Pearl of Great Price teaches that Christ is the only way, Moses



5:15.
3. The Bible teaches that Christ is the only way, Acts 4:12, John 3:16-

21, and 1 Timothy 2:5.
 Each person must find their own method of witnessing to  others, and that
includes witnessing to Mormons.  Do not attempt to witness to them until you are
sure you can do it without falling into their snares.  Many people are lead into
Mormonism because they tried to reach a Mormon.  It has been estimated that for
every forty Mormons brought out of Mormonism, three hundred are taken into it.
Don't become a statistic, prepare yourself and seek God's leadership in witnessing
to all people, especially the Mormon.  

 

CONCLUSION 
What can a person do to fight this menace?  They can and  should take a stand

against Mormonism whenever and however  possible.  The best that can be done is to
educate others  about Mormonism.  Share with them the truths you have learned and will
learn.  Support those who are involved in ministries to  Mormons with your prayers and
finances.  Write to publishers and others who advertise for them and make your feelings
known about what they are advertising.  Don't vote for a Mormon seeking  public office, as
they seek poli tical power as well as religious  power.  Don't shop or spend money in
Mormon owned or operated  business, if you know about it (in Utah this is impossible).  

When you meet someone who is being drawn into Mormonism, get  involved with
them and try to show them the truth.  And if God  leads you to a Mormon relative or friend,
try to share the truth  with them.  Above all, don't ignore the threat.  It is real  and unless
something is done, it will become greater as Mormonism  grows.  Begin today to pray daily
for God's help in defeating  this enemy. 


